TELRI Association Board Meeting

Thursday 4th November 1999 

10:30

Bratislava, Slovakia

MINUTES

Present: Wolfgang Teubert, John Sinclair, Ruta Marcinkeviciene, Ann Lawson, Frantisek Cermak

Minutes prepared by: Ann Lawson

1) Agenda 

Approved with addition of TWC courses to AOB.

2) Minutes 

Minutes of Board Meeting of 29th January 1999 approved.

3) Project News: 

TELRI-II 

Wolfgang Teubert presented the current state of affairs briefly. All is going well and to plan.

ELAN

This project has been delayed at various stages but will be concluded by the end of the year. It has produced a common query language and resources which will be fed into TRACTOR. The resources given by TELRI Association partners have proved of a very high quality and useful to the project. The TELRI Association was originally planned to be a partner. John Sinclair outlined the fact that ELAN discovered that many EU sites are reluctant to give away data fully, but like to have information about people logging on and the use of their data. One option is to provide complete monitoring of all data transactions at the “front end” of TRACTOR one a user logs in. This should be explored for TRACTOR.

DHYDRO

All is going to plan in this project, although sadly there will be no follow-up this year. TELRI Association was meant to be a partner but that could not be done in the end.

BRIDGE

John Sinclair described recent progress. The group of TELRI Association members interested in the Bridge dictionary concept is trying to work out a development project. The next step now is to link the extant bilingual dictionaries to bridge between languages for which so far there is no bilingual version. This needs some work to make the indivual versions similar. This could be a project proposal supported by the WP5 Joint Research of the TELRI–II project. The definition parser could be developed for other languages and can assist as an automaton for lexical analysis.

3) Financial Report

Ruta Marcinkeviciene presented the Treasurer's Report for the last period. In addition, the fees paid by participants at the Fourth Seminar in Bratislava will be fed into the TELRI Association account. This is in a healthy state, and will have roughly DM 5000 by the end of 1999. The next issue of the improved Plato corpus will be financed this way and we hope to break even on the costs of the CD-ROM.

5) Membership

We should encourage Martin Gellerstam to join as Institutional member since Daniel Ridings is now working for a company. Also the invited speakers at Bratislava. Those TELRI Association members not here or who do not pay up here should be reminded by the end of year. We will notes lapses and discuss at the next meeting.

The current state of play in countries not yet represented was discussed as follows:

Iceland – our invitation was passed on but no reply yet

Greece – no reply

Spain –no reply yet – John Sinclair offered to sort it out

Denmark - Arne Zettersten should be reminded

Finland -  Frantisek Cermak has been in contact and will write again

Portugal -  Maria Fernanda Bacelar do Nascimento should be approached

The membership forms were again distributed to all TELRI Association Board Members on diskette at the Seminar.

6) Visibility

There is currently a website based in Mannheim. This will be continued.

The old leaflets are still being distributed. We should make new leaflets available by the time of LREC 2000 and distribute them at conferences. We should update the leaflet (members countries etc). 

One option discussed was offering membership with the journal, like EURALEX currently do. TELRI Association members would then get a reduced price for the IJCL. We should discuss this with Benjamins. The trouble is that people may want to sign up to the Association because of cheaper IJCL, but the TELRI Association tradition is to vet people. Another question is what we would do with the money.

As regards co-operation with other organisations, we agreed with ELRA that we would tell our members that ELRA exists and they may want to make resources available there. They said they will do the same but so far have not done so. This may change when TRACTOR is fully up and running. We are fully prepared to co-operate in the preparation of the LREC meeting and are keen to find out what form such co-operation might take. The same is true for LDC, though we probably need to become more attractive. ELSNET are still getting funding but there has been no contact from our side.

There were PAROLE Association meetings recently in Graz, apparently both Board and Plenary, although Wolfgang Teubert was not there. It seems it was decided that they would like to form a committee with TELRI Association to continue the ELAN work. The TELRI Association has not officially been contacted about it. The PAROLE Association has collected a lot of money in membership fees and are now funding two small feasibility studies, one of which MAN is involved in.

7) Plenary Meeting

Elections will be held in Bratislava. They will be announced in the Plenary meeting this afternoon.

8) Tuscan Word Centre Courses

John Sinclair reported on the 17 scholarships from CEE/NIS TELRI Association members, which proved very successful. There are three left for this contract but another is being negotiated.

9) AOB

none

10) Place and date of next meeting

The next TELRI-II Steering Committee meeting should take place in Spring 2000 at a location to be announced.

